less

“Experience has taught me any
abuse aimed at you is not ;

“] have become thick-skinned
and sometimes I try to catch the
punters out by replying to their -
shouts — usually it works because it
Jeaves them speechless.

“«But it is honest decisions and
! 3 ﬁmenmsy t[il:ie officials get it wrong.
: i . _ 1 e are O uman.
By Kevin McGoldrick = F “] have a great relationship with __
e - S Sy e
DONMIE < ! eir hand whether it's awin or 2
to dﬂpﬁﬁmts’:as::t flag- | B oo e '
: 2 Nag- o The 67-year-old knows his days of
: despll:_eamﬂ'lbgrﬂldaybangnot _ nnmingthelmewillcometoanend ;
too far away. - IE sooner rather than later.

The popular match official has But he's determined to pass on
been running the line at the top end { advice for any up-and-coming man
of the junior game for nine years. : in the middle. : : :

And after being the victim of a Donnie said: “I will take things a
barrage of good-natured banter - bit easier next season, proba
Mackinnon is adamant he’ll have doing six games a week instead of

the last laugh. the m‘:vrmai seven. . :
I Ihsaid:“lhungupmybootsaraz 7 help out with referee traini =
-+ due to a torn hamstring injury but schools in Lanarkshire but woul

like to get involved even more in
ing the stars of the future.
__“pye worked with some terrific
young refs who have all gone on to

was desperate to stay in the game.
to becomeafef and I have been

ever since.

“] have refereed in four Scottish do very well at senior level and there
Cup Finals at various levels. But one are more coming through.

of the highlights was being fourth “] have met some great people in

the game since I started officiating
in 1975. When I call it adaylwould 2l
like to be remembered as someone
who was honest, fair and liked to
join in the banter.”

=

official in the 2008 Junior Cup Final
between Cumnock and Bathgate at

Si 999 I have running
the line in the West Region, which 1

porters is what keeps me goi :
_ “Going into big games can be
_ intimidating for some people but I




